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Diediirinent of National Defence, (Hiasa.
ara Awpusl, 7045,

THE CANADIAN ARMY.

The EING has been pracioosly pleased to
approve tie award of the VICTORIA CROSS
o
No. Boggoig Corporal Frederiek George

Tornan, 13 Canadian Parachute Battalion.

O 247 March, 1045, Corporal Topham,
a  medical orderly, poarachuted with  lus
Bartalien on to a strongly defended aren east
of the Bhine, At aboui rioe honrs, whilst
treating casnalites sustained i the drop, a
cry for |:-::|;: came Trom a wonncded  man ia
thee open,  Pwoe medical erdedlies e A
ield ambulazice went out to this man in
snccession bl both were killed as they
Lknelt beside the casualty,

Withonut  hesitation anedl en his  own
nitiative, Corparal Topham went (orward
thrmigh intense lire o roplace the orderlios
wi hud heen killed belore lus eves. As he
wortked on the wounded man, ke was himself
shot throngh the nosg.  In =pite of sewvers
bleeding and intenze pain, he never faltered
in his task, Having complensd immedicde
first anl, he caitied  ghe owounded man
1—'[-:'!:4_11:_|}-' and sleswly back thirough conlinions
firg to Lhe shelter of 4 wood.

Imitne the mext twoe hours Corporal
Topham refused 2!l offers of medical heip
for his gwn wound. He worked most
devgiedly thzaunghout this periad to bring
in wennded, shooving complsis disregard
for the heavy and accurate enermy fites It
was only when all casualtice had  becn
aleared that He consénted to his own wournd
hi!ill:.!\l tTI"“i-IlEI'_.I_

IBe tmmediate evaenation was ordered;
Irat he mierceded so earmestly on his own
izehall that he was eveantually allawed o
retiurn to duty.

O his way back fo his company he came
gerass a carner; which had received a direct
hit. Enemy mortar  bombs owere  still
dropping aronnd, the carrier  itself  was
bariing fercely and Hz awn mortar ammuni-
tion was exploding,  An experienced officer
om the spot bad wariied all not fo approach
the: earncr,

Corporal Tepham, however, immedigtely
dvenl ool alaoe in spide of fhe blasting
armmunition and onemy fire, and rescued the
theee occupants of the carsier. He brought
theze men’ back aeross the open and,
allhongh ong died almost immadiately after-
wards, he arianged for the evaciation of
the other two, who undoubted]y owe their
lives to him.

This N.CAL),  showed sostainecd gallantry
of the higheszt order. For six houts, most of
the time in great pain, he performed a series
of acts of outstanding bravery and nis
magnificent and selfless courage inspired alk
those who witnessed It
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Memorandun for-

Commander,

& Airbome Division,
S¥ren Cot House,
Milston,

Bulford.
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18t Canadian Parachute Battalion.

Reference your teleprinter messape
ADLS, dated 5th August, 1945.

Inclosed is a copy of the citation
relating to the award of the Victoria

Cross %o the above-named Canadian N,C.0.,
an I'Equﬂﬂtﬂli-

A ¥
Y

M.5.5.(KW.8131/22), Ilieutenant-General,
,f‘-!,l Avgust, 1945. 1Hlitary Secretary,
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That the Victoria Cross be awarded

No. E.32S032 Corporal Prederick Jeorge Topham,
18t Canadian Parachute Battalion,
Canadian lMilitary Forces,

in recognition of the services set out

in the enclosed statement.

Jﬂkf afﬁa;i fzﬁyfw

. | July, 1SL5.
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THE VICTORIA CROSS

No. B.39039 Corporal Frederick George Tonham,
18t Canadian Parachute Battalion,
Canadian Military Forces.

Oon 24th March, 41945, Corporsl Tonhanm, a Canadian
medical orderly, parachuted with his PBettallon onto =
strongly defended ares eagt of the RBhine. At sbhout 1400
hours, whlle ftreating casuslties sustained in the drop, &
ery for help came Trom & wounded man in the open. Two
medical orderlies from & field ambulance went out to thie
man in succession but both were killed as they knelt
bhesgide the easualty.

Without hesitation and on his own initiative, Corporal
Tophanm went forward through intense fire to replace the
orderlies who had been killed before his eyes. As he
worked on the wounded man, he was himself shot through
the nose. In spite of severe bleeding and intense psin,
he never faltered in his task. Having completed immediate
first aid, he carried the wounded man steadily and slowly
back through continuous fire to the shelter of a wood.

During the next two hours Corporal Topham refused all
offers of medical help for his own wound. He worked most
devoiedly throughout this period to bring in wounded, showing
complete disregard for the heavy and sccurate enemy fire. It
was only when all casualties had been ecleared that he consented
to hi=s owm wound being treated.

His immediate evacuation was ordered, but he interceded
80 earnestly on his own behalf that he was eventually zallowed
tc return to duty.

On his way back to his company he came across a carrier,
which had received a direct hit. Enemy mortar bonbs were
still dropping arcund, the carrier itself was burning fiercely
and its own mortar ammunition was exploding. An experienced
officer on the apot had warned all not to approach the carrier.

Corporal Topham, however, immediately went out alone in
gpite ol the blazing ammmition and enemy fire, and rescued
the three oceupants of the carrier. He brought these men
back across the open and, although one died almoat immediately
afterwards, he arranged for the evacuation of the other two,
who undoubtedly owe their lives to him.

This N.C.0. showed sustained gallantry of the highest
order, Por six hours, most of the time in pgrest pain, he
performed a2 series of acts of outstanding bravery and his

magnificent and selfless courage inspired 211 those who
witnessed 1t.
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Date recommen dation
passed forward

Received

Fassed

Action for which commended
(Date and place of action must e atated)]

On 24 Marshl945, PHIM, sgmedicsl orderly, ;
parachuted with his Ba/onto a defended ares EASH) of
the BHINE., At{ sbout 1100 hrs, while treating casualties
sustained in the drop, a cry for help came from w&
man in the open. Two medical orderlies from a e/
went out to this man in succession,tw Both were killed as
they knelt beside the casualty.

Without hesitation and on his own initietive, Spdlevpeval
TOPHAM went forward through intense fire to replsce the
orderlies who had been killed before his eyes., As he
worked on the wounded man, he was himself shot through
the nose., In spite of severe bleeding snd intense pain,
he never faltered in hiﬁ&&ﬁﬂ&f Hawing completed immediate
first aid, he carried the/man steadily snd slowly baok
through continuous fire to the shelter of a wood.

During the next two howrs Cpl POFHAM refused all

. Recommended
by

left blank)

1
i

e
- VICTORIA
L, Col, |

laj.Cen.
Comd 6

Divigion.

off'ers :
medical help for hif Wound. He vorked most devotedly | i 0THe
*

his od to bring in wounded, showing ocomplete
disregard for heavy and scourate enemy fire. It was only

when all casuslties had hg&n clem ed that he consented to
his own wound being treated, {3

© Crown Copyright

(E.L.Bols)

CROSS,

{ HDXG
GO0
P irst

pobal.
erar) Gen
@

n Army



http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/legal/copyright.htm

The National Archives' reference WO 373/146/283

o

e
g

s EFi

His immediste evacuation fwem—{the- W85 was ordered,twt Be interceded so earmestly

on his own behalf hewewer, that he Was eventually allowed to return fo duty. -

On his wey back to his ccmxg&?r %—%‘P&E & carrier, whioh had received.a direct. 5
hit. Eneny mortar bombs were;dropping around; the carrier itself was burnirg
fiercely snd its own ammunition was exploding. A-major—en—the—spet—

ar
Am @ ienged uﬂ'in&i""g_ Pl Jno=one to approach t arrier. A b

PHAM, however, immediastely went out alone Ingck ga-ea—-ef blazing .
smmnition and enemy "’fﬁ _i%i rescued the three ac@%“ﬁe' brought these
men back soross the oper. g ¢ died almost lmmediately( he srrenged for
the evacuation of the ﬂtherﬁ'?'%sa—tm undoubtedly owed their lives to him.
This HNCO showed sustained gallantry of the highest order. TFor six hours,
most of the time in great pain, he performed e series of acts of outstanding

. braveryi=d His megnificent and selfless coursge inspired all those who witnessed
g i

if a casualty as under, fill in date

Mature of Cosualty

Killed in action
Died of Wounds
Died

_Missing

Prizoner of War
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